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Reverend Graeme Pilgrim  
4th March  1951  -  2nd October 2018 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS  &  FESTIVAL SERVICES 
 
Puketapu    Sunday 2nd Dec,  5.00pm  Christmas Festival  
 
Kereru    Tuesday 18th Dec, 7.00pm  Carols followed by refreshments 
         

Maraekakaho   Thursday 20th Dec, 7.00pm Carols followed by refreshments 
         
Patoka     Sunday 23rd Dec,  7.30pm  Christmas Carols 
 
Crownthorpe    Monday 24th Dec,  5.00pm  Christmas Eve Carols & Service 

See back page for more details:  



               Vestry  
  HB Regional Dean : Rev David van Oeveren 06 2113457 
  Bishopôs Warden:  Louise Alexander  8442252     
  Peopleôs Warden:   Fiona Duley   8443807           
  Vestry:  Cynthia Chalmers   8742851    
  Margie Symons   8447578    Marcus Ormond   8742859                    
  Mavis Chapman   8443832   Father Bill Chapman  8443832     
   
 Parish Administrator / Community Messenger Editor:  
     Heather Symons,  Email: footehills@actrix.gen.nz    
     370 Springfield Rd, R.D.3, Napier, 4183.Ph 8453447 

 

Reverend Graeme Pilgrim 
6/3/1951 - 2/10/2018 

 
Puketapu Parish Vestry are so sorry to inform you all our 
Priest in Charge óRev Graeme Pilgrimô sadly passed away  
on 2nd October. His passing was sudden but peaceful.   
 
Graemeôs life; this article has been put together with         
extracts from his Eulogy by Bishop Murray Mills,                         
contributions by his family and Puketapu Vestry.   
 
  Our dear friend Graeme, how could you do this to all of us? 
We all fear the wave of sadness, emptiness, anger, that may 
sweep over us when the reality of these past days hits home.  
 
But despite the suddenness of it all our over-riding emotion 
is the heartfelt thanksgiving that we have known in you,  
a special friend and a true priest.  
 
Words from the Anglican Diocese Churchôs ordination  
services include this vow:  ñDeacons in the Church of God 
serve in the name of Christ and so remind the whole Church 
that serving others is essential to all ministry.  
Priests are called to be pastors, to hear peopleôs joys and  
sorrows, encourage the faithful, recall those who have fallen 
away, heal and help the sick.ò 
     Graeme, with unabated energy and diligence you fulfilled 
your ministry to an extent few of us can claim to have done. 
 
Graemeôs faith and journey started in his home and child-
hood, in parish life in Christchurch. The charismatic fervour 
of his Massey university days headed Graeme away from life 
as a vet to St Johns Theological College, Auckland in 1973. 
He became a ministry candidate for the Wellington Diocese in 1976.  

For the interim; 
Our Regional Dean, Rev David Van Oeveren of Waiapu Diocese will be helping  
Puketapu & Districts Parish by taking services & overseeing our parish and vestry. 

 Ph.  06 211 3457     regionaldean.hb@waiapu.com 

Rev Graeme Pilgrim, our Priest in Charge..  



 

            Funeral  at St Michaelõs Puketapu 
          31st August   
        Margaret Elizabeth Ann Stuart 
  
         Our condolences, thoughts and prayers  

        also go to the family and friends of Jim Hall . 

Graeme began as an ordained minister in a conventional      
Anglican parish as a Curate in Levin, Followed by his first   
rural parish; Hunterville. For over 6 years, it was an experience 
of rural community that Graeme always recalled with fond-
ness. He then served for three more years in Pongaroa. 
 In 1988, Waipukurau was searching for the right vicar for their 
parish. They approached Graeme who ultimately moved to 
Hawkes Bay and the Waiapu Diocese. What Waipukurau  
offered was a larger caring community. St Maryôs was a more 
ordered congregational life with its buildings and music.  
Here was also easy access to the theatres and music of                
Hastings and Napier. With his love of music and the arts and 
his enthusiasm for walking and tramping, Graeme was ready to 
stay there for the rest of his life.  
 
 In 1997 St Matthewôs Hastings wanted a new vicar.       
Graemeôs new move was for 15 memorable years, to beautiful St Matthewôs Church,                        
with its early childhood centre, its parish school children, its youth and family activities, and 
the older parishioners. The city of Hastings, with its music life and especially the Hastings 
Choral Society, were all served with compassion, thoughtfulness, energy and imagination. 
óAvailable 24/7ô óGoing the extra mileô with Graemeôs old fashioned style, are rare in these 
days of precious self care. Graeme brought to us in the wider region and diocese the same 
warmth and friendship, and always loyal support.  
 
Then in 2012, Graeme decided to step down from fulltime paid work to make sure he could 
have the opportunity to enjoy some leisure, have time for friends and for his beloved  
concerts and for travel. Fortunately for the Cathedral, he moved to Napier and poured       
energy into the ministry team, congregation, choir and flower guild and also at Ormond 
Chapel. ñWe all valued the time he had for prayer, for leading the liturgy, thoughtful   
preaching, and for pastoral visiting.  In time he was also able to be more available for filling 
in the gaps in Hawkes Bay ministry.   
 
One rural area Graeme felt he belonged and could contribute to was Puketapu and Districts 
Parish. Coincidentally in 2009, Graeme had been involved with the Girls Friendship hall at 
St Matthewôs. The same hall was later moved to St Michaelôs. He was officiating at a few St 
Michaelôs services or weddings. Three years ago, 15th Nov, 2015. Rev Graeme Pilgrim    
became the Priest in Charge.  With that same passion Graeme had contributed elsewhere he 
gave it all to our parish and well in excess of what was expected of him. Graeme certainly 
made a wonderful impression on all of us, his faith, dedication and commitment. His calm 
and dignified manner within our Parish was very special.  
Through your vestry Graeme also enabled our parish to move forward in many ways. When 
Graeme represented Puketapu and Districts Parish at a conference he made a very special  

Rev Graeme & friend at St Matthewôs  



St Michaelôs Church available for weddings  
Hall for hire: Meetings, functions, birthdays, craft days,  

All enquires contact Heather 8453447.    

banner for us with sheep wool, barbed wire,        
a Pukeko, a shepherdôs crook and our name.  
Graeme carried this banner with pride. It is now   
displayed in the foyer of St Michaelsô.    
  
Two other groups have especially enjoyed  
Graemeôs company; the retired clergy, spouses 
and widows, who gather 4 times a year as 
óIlluminatió for a lunch together, and the fort-
nightly óMonday Meanderers.ô In recent years, 
Graeme has inspired the older ones by his fitness 
and enthusiasm for tramping in the hills, or for 
shorter walks around our city tracks.  
 
Although Graeme had a flair for the dignity and  
drama of leading public worship, he was         
passionate for concerts, ballet and the theatre.   
He very much enjoyed dressing up for Art Deco 
weekends, or for the Porangahau Debutante ball. 
Yet, for all that, his normal style was unpretentious and down to earth. Think of the typical 
Anglican funeral service today, with familiar old hymns and Bible readings, with Prayer 
Book words and prayers of comfort. Graeme would have known them off by heart and used 
them in up to a thousand services of Christian burial over the last 40 years. This all reflects 
Graeme the priest of, and for the people. 

 
300 years ago Thomas Wilson said 

ñOne of the most certain marks of a divine call is when it is the full purpose  
of oneôs heart is to live for Jesus Christ and his Church.ò 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Graemeôs funeral was held on 6th October at Waiapu Cathedral of St John the Evangelist.  
You can view Graeme's funeral service via Dunstalls website:  
 
https://www.dunstalls.co.nz/funerals/service/10666/The-Reverend-Graeme-Edward-Pilgrim 
 

With the most beautiful music sung by  
 ñThe Choir of Waiapu Cathedralò and ñHastings Choral Societyò. 

Vestry with Graemeôs sister & brother after funeral  
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