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We are an Ecumenical Seafarers Mission including Anglican (Mission to Seafarers), Roman Catholic (Apostleship of the Sea), Galilee (Non Denominational), as Founding Missions, and Central Baptist Church, Tauranga.

Our sole focus is the welfare and wellbeing of the Seafarers and their families.

This past year has been a very successful year for USM with the following Statistics available: - 

Ship visits: 121						Seafarers visiting our centre: 16,312! 
Hospital / prison visits: 4				‘Seafarers rights’ cases: 5
Value of phone voucher sales: $4,825.00		Phone Vouchers (Landline): 255 
Minibus Kms travelled: 40,430 				Minibus Passengers carried: 10,897! 
Nett increase in number of Volunteers: +3 		Increase in numbers of Ship Visitors: +4. Minibus Destinations: Bayfair, Mauao, Tauranga CBD, Papamoa, Hobbiton, McLaren Falls, etc		

[bookmark: _GoBack]USM has worked diligently with the Port to successfully gain an increase in our lease agreement, and improving our working relationship to our mutual advantage.  Our operation is now more professional and accountable, and health and safety has become a high priority at the Port of Tauranga, for all volunteers. This has meant significant improvement in recruitment and quality of the training of our 70+ volunteers.

What’s gone really well?  We were one of the six finalists worldwide ISWAN “Seafarer Centre of the Year 2018”. At a recent award ceremony in Auckland sponsored by Techsoup (a Software supplier), Jeff Law our IT system developer was honoured as “IT Volunteer of the Year”. It has been a joy for us to welcome Rev’d Matthew Best as principal MTS Chaplain (I am now his assistant), and Deacon John Limrick as the AOS Chaplain.  Matthew will be part-stipended, which will enable him to be more available to the Seafarers, and the Mission.

Our Ship Visiting has been disappointingly low, but this will improve with our new recruits of Ship visitors, and active Chaplains. MTS and AOS have been intentionally working together nationally and internationally. In the past year we held a joint training event and Conference, with volunteers, Chaplains and representatives from Australia and the Pacific. These events will continue every 2 years, with our Regional Directors in regular and supportive contact, and net working with the regions and sharing resources, in between times.

We hold monthly services/luncheon events which are well attended and help strengthen our ecumenical relationships and understanding.

As the largest and busiest Port in New Zealand, we would greatly appreciate support from all the local Anglican Churches in Tauranga and surrounding areas. Thank you to Holy Trinity and St.  George’s, for their significant help. 

The sole purpose of Sea Sunday is to remind our congregations and communities of our work, and to pray for, and celebrate, this very important ministry to Sea Farers.  Matthew and I, as Chaplains, would welcome an opportunity to speak to your congregations on Sea Sunday, and suggest ways in which you can help us. We can reasonably expect up to 17,000 Seafarers through our centre in the next year, and your help as a volunteer offering hospitality, ship visiting or driving, would be wonderful. We invite you come and join us in this unique way of revealing the ‘unconditional love of Christ to others’. Knowing Jesus and making Jesus Known. Our hopes and plans for the next year? “More of the same”.

Rev’d Marie Gilpin –MTS Chaplain at Port of Tauranga.
Chair of United Seafarers Mission (retired July, 2018)


